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But there are also big animals, such as the elephant, that are not found in the forests of America. They are so strong that they can smash their way through the trees.
The trees are of great value, some of them for medicine, some for timber for houses and boats, others for food, indiarubber and other things. And yet there are but few people in the forest, for though the land is full of riches it is hard to reach them. The paths are few and narrow and when left for a short while are rapidly overgrown and lost. Even the wild animals come and go by paths which they keep open by travelling time.
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Both the forests, American and African, are just where the equator is, halfway between the North and South Poles, and both forests have big rivers that drain off the tremendous amount of rain that falls. The inhabitants of the